
Getting ready for Astoria, OR   

Sept 1, 2026 
We currently have more than 180 walkers registered for this fun event!  40 walkers are coming from states outside of the NW 
Region. We are anxious to show everyone what this city and regional area have to offer.   

Things for you to know: 

• Please bring your name tag if you have one. 
• When you check in at Suomi Hall you will receive your start card, shirts you may have ordered and dinner tickets. Coffee 

and treats will be available for you as you start exploring this area. On-site registration will be available for those who plan 
to register at the event. We will post the walk directions temporarily on a website a few days before the event so those who 
arrive early can do a walk. All walks are sanctioned for Sept 23-29. You will need to register at the hall if you plan for Sept 
28-29.  
 

• We are planning a Group Walk on Saturday, Sept 26. This will route #1 the “50 Year Celebration Walk for AVA”. Please 
plan to join us at the Fisherman’s Memorial for the start of this event at 9:45 for photos. The memorial is 2 blocks from 
Suomi Hall, the start of the walk. The walk will start promptly at 10:00. We will have walk leaders but you are welcome to 
go at your own pace as you explore. 
 

• We currently do not have plans for other group walks as exploring is hard to do with large groups. We will have 
communication boards for walkers to post notes about walking with others who are going the same place.  3 of the walks 
start at Suomi Hall. You will also have the opportunity to sign up on-site for nearby YRE’s. 
 

• If you have signed up for the socials we have planned for a no-host cash bar both evenings. 
 

• Our regional favorite T-shirt and Calendar Artist, Nancy J Smith, will be at Suomi Hall with her wonderful items.  Our 
favorite local writer, Arline LaMear,  will also be there with her children’s books about the area. 

 
• For information regarding the films made in this area here is the link for some good information: 

https://astoriariverwalkinn.com/watch-these-movies-filmed-in-astoria-oregon/ 
 

• If Museums are on your list there are package discounts available for the historical museums here: 
https://astoriamuseums.org/admissions/.  The Maritime Museum along the waterfront is a very highly rated museum but 
has a separate entrance fee.   

 
• A visit to the Astoria Column, celebrating 100 years this past July should be on your list. Event #2, 10K, will take the hardy 

walkers there. You also have an option to drive to the Column. Parking fee is $10 to help with the maintenance of this 
beautiful landmark. https://astoriacolumn.org/ 

 
• A trolley ride might be fun for you riding through the historical area. Here is the link: https://old300.org/index.htm 

Suomi Hall will be open Sept 24-26 from 8:00am-4:00pm and Sept 27 (Sunday) from 8:00am to noon. 
Your planning committee is looking forward to greeting you later this month. 
 
Sandi Severtsen, NW RD 
Pat Jewett, NW DRD 
Don Reed, OTSVA President 
Mary Reed, Former OTSVA President 
Ed Hainline, OTVA VP 
Arline LaMear, Former Astoria Mayor, avid 38 year Volkssporter and Astoria History expert! 
Sharon Moats, Registrar 
Dick Baker, Our favorite Map Maker 
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